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Meeting date:  Wednesday, March 2, 2011 
      5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
 
Meeting Location:  Wellton Community Center, 10234 Dome Street, Wellton, AZ 85356 
 
Participants:     13 community members attended 
 
Project Overview 
The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) is working together with the Town of Wellton to conduct a 
long‐range transportation study.  The study will result in a plan of improvements for planning periods of 5, 10, 
and 20 years.  The study will also project future build‐out conditions and develop a framework for 
accommodating build‐out travel demands.  The final recommendation will be multimodal, considering 
roadways, non‐motorized transportation modes (bicycles and pedestrians) and transit (bus and rail) 
components and will serve as a guide for future community development, project funding and project 
implementation. 
 
The public’s input is essential to the study results.  The second of two public open houses was held on 
Wednesday, March 2, at the Wellton Community Center.  Project team members presented a draft 
improvement plan that includes roadway, transit, and non‐motorized projects and asked for public input 
regarding the projects presented. 
   
Public Meeting Notification 
Efforts were made to notify the Wellton community as well as the surrounding areas.  A variety of methods 
were used to announce the public open house.   

 
Prior to the open house, ADOT:  

 Inserted notifications in the Town’s February utility billing cycle.  Approximately 1,000 Wellton 
residences received these notifications with their water bill. 

 Distributed emails to a list of 326 individuals on Wednesday, February 16, 2011. 

 Distributed notification posters to twelve locations throughout town including: 
 Butterfield Municipal GolfCourse 
 Coyote Wash Golf Course  
 Olsen’s IGA Grocery Store 
 Pioneer RV Park 
 Sun Country RV Park 
 Sunset Community Health Center 
 Tier Drop RV Park 
 Wellton Coffee Shop 
 Wellton Justice Court  
 Wellton Post Office 
 Wellton Senior Center/Community Center 
 Wellton Town Hall 

 Distributed information to the media the week of February 21.  This included the Yuma Sun, Bajo el 
Sol, KSWT News Channel 13, KYMA News Channel 11, El Dorado Broadcasting, KLIZ, KAWC, San Luis 
News, and El Siglo.  
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Public Meeting Overview 
ADOT Multimodal Planning Division Project Manager, Mark Hoffman, welcomed the participants, recognized 
elected officials in attendance, and introduced the project team.  He then gave a brief overview of the 
Planning Assistance for Rural Areas (PARA) program.   Michael Grandy, Project Manager with Kimley‐Horn and 
Associates, presented technical information regarding the study.  He reviewed the study area, current, future, 
and build‐out needs, and the draft improvement plan.  Questions were allowed during the presentation.  The 
following is a summary of the questions asked and the answers provided.   
 
Question‐and‐Answer Summary 
 
1. Does the same study team conduct PARA studies statewide, or does each PARA have different team 

members? 
Each PARA is made up of different team members including ADOT staff, local government officials, and 
consultants. 

 
2. What effect does the state budget have on the funding for PARA studies? 

PARA studies are federally funded programs, so they are not dependent upon the state budget for 
funding. 

 
3. Does the amount of funding depend on the population? 

Federal funding is calculated using a formula to divide money among all fifty states based in part on 
population.  Once Arizona receives its allocation of federal funding, the State Transportation Board 
makes decisions regarding which projects in Arizona are funded. 

 
4. Does the study account for the increase in Wellton’s population due to winter visitors?  This area of the 

state is unlike any other area.   
Yes.  There is a local ADOT office in Yuma that understands the fluctuation of population throughout 
the year.  Additionally, some of the decision makers in the ADOT Phoenix office are former Yuma 
residents. 
 

5. Should we look at expanding the study area farther east? 
It is anticipated that the area east of the current study area will likely continue to grow and the traffic 
generated by this projected growth has already been considered in this study.  However, due to 
funding constraints, and for the purpose of this study, the study area does not extend east of Avenue 
31E. 

 
6. How many trains travel through Wellton per day? 

On average there are about 50 trains per day per information provided by Union Pacific Railroad. 
 
7. How many accidents have occurred at railroad crossings in the study area?   

There are very few recorded accidents at the at‐grade railroad crossings in the study area, but the 
potential for accidents will increase as vehicle and train volumes increase in the future at the at‐grade 
railroad crossings.  
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8. What is the delay for emergency vehicles when a train is stopped on the tracks?   
Train delays depend upon the train operator.  Anecdotal evidence indicates that waits can exceen 15 
minutes in length. 

 
9. Has there been consideration of frontage roads? 

Frontage roads were considered, but due to existing right‐of‐way and development constraints, it 
does not appear that frontage roads would be beneficial in the study area; however, more parallel 
collector and minor arterial roads have been added to the proposed roadway network to help relieve 
future congestion on Interstate 8, especially when Interstate 8 is closed or restricted due to accidents.  

 
10. Are you aware of any other ongoing projects to add an alternative route to Interstate 8 in the event of an 

emergency? 
No, ADOT is not aware of any such study.  The Yuma Metropolitan Planning Organization (YMPO) 
would need to initiate and review a study of that nature if such a study were warranted. 
 

11. Raised concrete medians cost a lot of money and prevent access of emergency vehicles into some 
locations.  They also result in U‐turns, which seem to be less safe than a left turn.  Why are they being 
considered? 

Raised concrete medians are being considered on some streets because they have been proven to 
increase safety on roadways.  On roads where traffic is heavier, they help control access and 
consolidate left‐turn traffic, thus reducing the potential for collisions.  National research has shown 
that U‐turns followed by a right turn is safer than a left turn in most situations.  Emergency vehicles 
will be able to drive over or around the medians in the event of an emergency.   
 

12. Why isn’t there a special lane for emergency vehicles? 
Emergency vehicles can use the median or shoulders to move past traffic in an emergency. 
 

13. You have used the word “shade” on several occasions when referencing the potential design of the streets.  
Shade trees cost money for maintenance.  Can cacti be used instead? 

Trees for shade are proposed in more densely populated areas where pedestrians are more likely to 
use them.  In rural areas with fewer pedestrians, trees would most likely not be planted to provide 
shade. 
 

14. Where does the Coyote Wash development get water? 
The Coyote Wash development gets its water from the Town of Wellton. 
 

15. Do you consider water sources for the future development you predict? 
The Town of Wellton has a water plan, which the team has referenced.  Water does play a major role 
in future development. 

 
16. Have electric cars and locations to plug the cars in been considered? 

This plan does not include electric cars specifically, but the proposed transportation network would 
accommodate electric cars.  The demand for development of electric cars and charging stations will be 
market driven. 
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17. Is there anything planned for constructing a pedestrian path over Coyote Wash? 
The Town of Wellton is working towards securing funding for this project.  

 
18. Is there an unofficial park‐and‐ride at Ligurta Wash? 

There is an open area where individuals park and carpool into the Goldwater Range or into Yuma.  A 
more formal park‐and‐ride lot could be provided in the future in the study area when warranted.  The 
Yuma Metropolitan Planning Organization would be responsible for evaluating the need and locations 
for regional park‐and‐ride lots. 

 
19. Are park‐and‐ride lots generally manned and what do they look like? 

Park‐and‐ride lots can sometimes have manned booths with security.  It is dependent upon the lot.   
 

20. What is a quiet zone and are there any in Wellton? 
A Quiet Zone is a railroad grade crossing at which trains are prohibited from sounding their horns in 
order to decrease the noise level for nearby residents.  It is authorized and administered by the 
Federal Railroad Administration and requires that safety improvements be implemented to offset the 
elimination of the train horn.  Required Quiet Zone safety improvements can range from constructing 
raised medians to providing additional crossing gates, or wayside horns to improve safety near the 
crossing.  With the appropriate safety improvements in place and approval from the Federal Railroad 
Administration, trains passing through a Quiet Zone would be prohibited from sounding their horns 
except in emergencies.  There is currently a Quiet Zone in the Wellton area at Avenue 29E/William 
Street.   

 
21. Can overpass construction impacts similar to that of the 16th Street Widening project recently completed in 

Yuma be avoided in Wellton?  Can the project be built to its full size the first time to avoid future 
construction? 

Construction impacts are unavoidable for a large project like an overpass, but measures can be taken 
to minimize those impacts where feasible.  An overpass can be built to its full size the first time to 
avoid future construction if the necessary funding is available.  Because funding is often limited, 
overpasses are often constructed initially at a smaller size that will be functional for several years 
before widening or improvements are needed.  

 
Comments Received Verbally During Presentation 

 It would be nice to have an interchange at Interstate 8 and Avenue 25E. 

 There is talk of the railroad companies building double tracks.  This would increase the daily number of 
trains. 

 There is talk about building a passenger train between Phoenix and Yuma. 

 Something needs to be done to improve the railroad crossing at Avenue 36E.  The train companies claim 
that they will triple the daily number of trains by 2012 as a result of improvements they plan to 
implement. 

 Railroad crossing issues seem to be the most costly ideas.  These should be addressed first.  

 There are many RV parks adjacent to the railroad tracks.  Sounding horns may deter visitors from 
coming.  
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 A grade separated crossing of the railroad at Dome Street would likely result in the closure of the 
existing at‐grade crossing at Williams Street, according to the railroad company.  A closure of the 
existing at‐grade crossing will affect access to the school and community medical facility. 

 
Written Responses Received to Survey Questions 
 
1. What are the top three transportation issues in the community that need to be addressed? 

 
 Above grade railroad crossings at Avenue 29E.  Keep a straight shot to Coyote Wash. 

  
2.  Do you feel the proposed improvement plan addresses the transportation problems/needs of the 

community?  If not, what improvement projects should be added or removed from the plan? 
 

 Yes 
 
3.  Improvement projects identified in this plan have been prioritized into one of the three timeframes: short-, 

mid-, or long-term.  Do you think any of the improvement projects should be reprioritized into another 
timeframe?  If so, which project(s) should be reprioritized?  

 
 No responses. 

 
4.  Please feel free to share any additional comments with us! 
 

 No responses. 
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Appendix: Publicity and Meeting Materials 











Plans for Improvements

Contact Gaby Gonzalez at ggonzalez@azdot.gov 
or 928.699.8983 or visit http://www.azdot.gov/PARA/Wellton.asp

For More Information
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Do you feel the proposed improvement plan addresses the transportation problems/needs of the 
community?  If not, what improvement projects should be added or removed from the plan?

What are the top transportation problems/needs in the community that you feel need to be addressed?



Arizona Department of Transportation and the Town of Wellton
Wellton Long-Range Transportation Plan
Public Open House 2: Comment Form
March 2, 2011 - 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. - Wellton Community Center

Improvement projects identified in this plan have been prioritized into one of the three timeframes: short-, 
mid-, or long-term.  Do you think any of the improvement projects should be reprioritized into another time-
frame?  If so, which project(s) should be reprioritized?
   

 

Please feel free to share any additional comments with us!

Name:______________________________________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________________________

City:_________________________________________________________ Zip: _____________________

Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

Completion of this comment sheet is completely voluntary.  All comments provided will become part of the study’s documentation.  Under state law, any  identifying 
information provided will become part of the public record, and as such, must be released to any individual upon request.

Completed comment forms can be  submitted to the project team at the completion of the public meeting or mailed/faxed/emailed to 
the project team no later than Wednesday, March 16.  
  Mail:  Amy Rosar    Fax:  602-368-9644
   c/o KDA Creative    Email:  amy@kdacreative.com
   4545 E. Shea Blvd., Ste 210
   Phoenix, AZ  85028

Thank you for coming this evening!

More information can be found by visiting: www.azdot.gov/PARA/Wellton.asp
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Public Open House Meeting No. 2
March 2, 2011

Study Objectives

▲ Document current transportation needs

▲ Project future travel demandsj

▲ Identify future transportation needs

▲ Develop and evaluate multimodal alternatives

▲ Recommend improvements

▲ Obtain public input

▲ Document study findings
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Study Area

Current Needs

▲ Paving of dirt roadways

▲ Updated functional roadway classifications

▲ New freeway interchanges▲ New freeway interchanges

▲ New railroad crossings

▲ Expansion of YCAT route and increase in 
frequency

▲ Stable local funding source for transit

▲ Pedestrian and bicycle facilities on roadways
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2033 Future Needs

▲ Paving of additional dirt roadways
▲ Traffic control change at Old Highway 

80/William Street intersection
▲ Reconstruction of I-8/Avenue 29E interchange
▲ Additional I-8 interchanges and railroad 

crossings
▲ Further expansion of YCAT route and increase 

in frequencyq y
▲ Stable long-term local funding source for transit
▲ Additional pedestrian and bicycle facilities

Build-out Future Needs

▲ Comprehensive, interconnected roadway 
network

▲ Traffic signals at major intersectionsg j

▲ Additional and/or reconstructed I-8 
interchanges and railroad crossings

▲ Fixed-route transit system for study area that 
connects to regional bus/rail facilities

P d t i d bi l f iliti d▲ Pedestrian and bicycle facilities on roadways 
and multi-use pathways
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Evaluation Criteria
▲ Meets identified need
▲ Cost
▲ Impacts to right-of-way
▲ Impacts to existing buildings▲ Impacts to existing buildings
▲ Engineering challenges
▲ Level of service/delay
▲ Accessibility/mobility
▲ Network continuity
▲ Environmental impacts

M lti d l tibilit▲ Multimodal compatibility
▲ Safety
▲ Public acceptability

Improvement Plan (2011-2033)
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Costs and Revenues

▲ Projected improvement plan costs
► Short-term: $7.8 million
► Mid-term: $26.7 million
► Long-term: $95.6 million
► Total: $130.1 million

▲ Projected revenue not sufficient to complete all of 
recommended improvements

▲ Potential revenue sources
► Local, state and federal funds

Developers and public private partnerships► Developers and public-private partnerships
▲ Agency coordination and partnering will be key to 

funding improvement plan

Build-out Recommendations

▲ Roadway
► Grid network of “complete streets”

► Traffic signals or roundabouts at major► Traffic signals or roundabouts at major 
intersections

► New Avenue 23E freeway interchange

► Improved Dome Valley/Ligurta freeway 
interchange (addition of south half)

Grade separated railroad crossings► Grade-separated railroad crossings

► Widen I-8 to six lanes (three in each direction)
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Build-out Recommended Roadway Network

Build-out Roadway Classifications
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Complete Streets Proposed Cross-sections

Complete Streets Proposed Cross-sections
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Complete Streets Proposed Cross-sections

Complete Streets Proposed Cross-sections
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Complete Streets Proposed Cross-sections

Build-out Recommendations

▲ Transit
► Regional park-and-ride facilities

► New local transit circulator service with► New local transit circulator service with 
connection to regional bus and rail facilities

▲ Non-motorized
► Continuous network of pedestrian and bicycle 

facilities along roadways and multi-use pathways
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Next Steps

▲ Address comments from public open house 
(March 2011)( )

▲ Document study findings in draft Final Report 
(March-April 2011)

▲ Prepare Final Report (May-June 2011)

Questions? 

www.azdot.gov/para/wellton.asp


