
Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) and Town of Sahuarita 
Town of Sahuarita Transportation Study  
Public Meeting Summary 
 
The first public meeting for the Town of Sahuarita Transportation Study was held on April 29, 
2009, from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., with a brief presentation at 6:15 p.m., at the Town of Sahuarita 
Council Chambers, 375 W. Sahuarita Center Way, Sahuarita, AZ 85629. The purpose of the 
meeting was to present information on the study progress to date, information on current and 
future conditions, next steps and project schedule. 
 
To notify the public of the meeting, an announcement was written in the April edition of the 
Town of Sahuarita newsletter; a government official notification letter was e-mailed to area 
jurisdictions on April 7 and 14, 2009; a news release was sent to area media outlets on April 8 
and 14, 2009; and an e-mail to stakeholders was sent on April 10 and 14, 2009. 
 
Fourteen members of the public attended; team members from the Town of Sahuarita (Dave 
Pfordt, Jim Stahle, Farhad Moghimi), ADOT (Charlene FitzGerald, Linda Ritter), Kimley-Horn 
and Associates (Brent Crowther, Mary Rodin, Dave Perkins) and Gordley Design Group (Angie 
Brown, Melissa Benton) were present to answer questions and attend to concerns. Sign-in 
sheets, fact sheets, comment forms and agendas were handed out, and 13 display boards gave 
detailed information on the study progress to date. Attendees were encouraged to fill out 
comment forms; many left saying they would e-mail their comments after the meeting, and 
would encourage other people they knew to submit comments as well. 
 
A presentation was given at 6:15 p.m. Farhad Moghimi of the Town of Sahuarita welcomed 
everyone and introduced the Town Council Members present. Charlene FitzGerald, ADOT 
project manager, gave an introduction to the team and the project. Brent Crowther, Kimley-Horn 
project manager, presented the project information. Following are the questions and answers 
from the presentation. 
 
Q: Do your crash figures include Interstate 19 and immigration crashes? 
A: I-19 is included in the study area. Many of the fatal crashes are at I-19 traffic interchanges. 
 
Q: Do your population numbers include just the Town or the impact of the entire region? 
A: The entire region. 
 
Q: Are the accidents and statistics just cars, or do they include multimodal crashes, as well? 
A: All modes, as long as at least one vehicle was involved. 
 
Q: Where did you get your numbers? 
A: The ADOT database, which includes statistics from all police departments, statewide. 
 
Q: I see Mission Peaks Road is in the existing plan. What is the traffic load? Is that buildout? 
A: The impact of Mission Peaks Road is 55,000 vehicles per day in the 2020 timeframe. It’s not 
considered complete buildout but is close. By 2040, it really increases. 
 
Q: Does this assume that Wilmot Road goes all the way to I-10? 
A: Yes, that is how this is modeled. 
 
Q: Is there any way to encourage the Tohono O’odham Nation to improve Mission Peaks Road? 
If it can be improved, it would attract drivers. 



A: It is a County-maintained road; it does not belong to the Nation. The models show 10,000 
vehicles are diverted from Mission Peaks Road, because they load traffic based on travel time. 
 
Q: The Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) and Pima Association of Governments (PAG) 
studies show roads that will be going east. It doesn’t make sense that it’s not reflected here. 
A: Where we are at this point is that we need to draw them in; this shows the implication of what 
will happen if we don’t build the roads. We need to update the plans every few years. 
 
Q: You need to look at the big picture: people moved here for a rural lifestyle. But for that 
lifestyle, what kind of traffic would you see? This isn’t Grant Road in Tucson. 
A: The population figures we used are consistent with the Town’s General Plan. 
 
Q: Are there low-density or rural areas? 
A: That depends on the regional context. 
 
C: If the Town grows to 200,000 people, we won’t be rural anymore. We won’t be as big as 
Tucson, but we will be big. Those with acreage will be surrounded.  
 
C: The Town needs to look at land-use plans to think about and plan high-density areas so 
there can be some rural areas maintained. 
 
Q: Do you take Green Valley into account? 
A: Yes, we looked at this from a regional context. 
 
Q: The projected population for just Sahuarita in the future is 200,000? 
A: Yes, in the Town’s General Plan area. 
 
Q: What happened to the ADOT study for Sahuarita Road that scheduled 300 feet of right of 
way years ago? 
A: That plan was abandoned; no right of way was purchased. 
 
Q: What’s the difference between that study and this study? 
A: Funding is difficult. 
 
C: Sahuarita Road was supposed to be a state route. 
 
C: We have a big problem on Helmet Peak Road during monsoon season. You need to address 
the flooding issue. Bicycle issues are important, but the entire regional area, and flooding, 
needs to be addressed, as well. It’s a very serious issue. 



La Cañada/Sahuarita Road 
Improvements

The realignment of La Cañada Drive from El Toro 
Road to Sahuarita Road is scheduled to begin in 
April.  The realignment begins just south of the El 
Toro railroad crossing, continuing north to a point 
just north of the Sahuarita landfill, at which point 
the road will gently curve to the east approximately 
500 feet and then return to a northerly course to 
intersect at the entrance to Rancho Resort.  But 
the improvements don’t stop there.  From the new 
intersection, road improvements proceed west 
approximately 1000’ and taper back into existing 
Helmet Peak Road, and continue east to the on/off 
ramps on the west side of the I-19 interchange. 

The La Cañada/Sahuarita Road project dovetails into 
a much larger project planned later this summer.  
Sahuarita Road Phase I will expand Sahuarita 
Road to four lanes from I-19 to La Villita, with 
landscaped medians, curbs, sidewalks, and drainage 
improvements.  In a few years, Phase II from La 
Villita east to Country Club Road will include the 

same types of improvements including new bridges 
over the Santa Cruz River and the railroad tracks at 
Nogales Highway.  When completed, these projects 
will provide a seamless modern road from Duval Mine 
Road, north to Sahuarita Road, and east almost four 
miles to County Club Road.  

Please join us on April 15th at 9:30 a.m., for the 
Groundbreaking Ceremony in the vicinity of La 
Canada and El Toro Road.  Come and see some of 
the big changes that are coming to Sahuarita! 

Transportation Study Open House - You are Invited!

The Town of Sahuarita and the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) invite the public to attend the first 
open house for the Town of Sahuarita Area Transportation Study on Wednesday, April 29, 2009. The study will 
result in a Major Streets and Routes Plan and a plan of multimodal improvements for implementation over the 
next five, 10 and 30 years. 

Date:		  Wednesday, April 29, 2009
Time: 		 6 – 7:30 p.m., with a presentation at 6:15 p.m.
Location:	 Town of Sahuarita Council Chambers

375 W. Sahuarita Center Way, Sahuarita, AZ 85629

This meeting will present information on the study progress to date, 
information on current and future conditions, next steps and project 
schedule. Representatives from the Town of Sahuarita, ADOT and the 
project team will be available to answer questions and address any 
concerns about the project. Maps and project information will be on 
display and comment forms will be available. The public may stop by any 
time between 6 and 7:30 p.m. 

For more information about the public meeting, please contact Angie 
Brown at (520) 327-6077. Written comments may be submitted by faxing 
to (520) 327-4687, e-mailing to angie@gordleydesign.com or mailing to 
Gordley Design Group, 2540 N. Tucson Blvd., Tucson, AZ 85716. Written 
comments should be submitted by May 14, 2009. 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA): Persons with a disability may request reasonable accommodations, such as 
a sign language interpreter, by contacting Angie Brown at angie@gordleydesign.com or (520) 327- 6077. Requests 
should be made as soon as possible to allow time to arrange the accommodations.

For more information on this project, please visit the Web site at http://mpd.azdot.gov/planning/sahuarita.php.
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Capital Improvement Open House

On Wednesday, April 22nd, from 5 p.m. - 7 p.m., 
there will be an Open House on the Five Year Capital 
Improvement Plan (2010-2014), in the Town Council 
Chambers. Please call the Public Works Department 
at 399-3339 or the Parks & Recreation Department 
at 822-8896 to learn more information.
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April 14, 2009 

Rakesh Tripathi 
Division Director 

 
 
 
Dear Government Official, 
 
This letter is to inform you about an upcoming public meeting the Arizona Department of 
Transportation (ADOT) and the Town of Sahuarita are holding for the Town of Sahuarita Area 
Transportation Study.  The first public meeting for this project will be held on April 29, 2009. The 
purpose of the study is to update the 1999 Town of Sahuarita Small Area Transportation Study, which 
will result in a Major Streets and Routes Plan with a plan of multimodal improvements over the next 
five, 10 and 20 years.  
 
Date:  April 29, 2009 
Time:   6 – 7:30 p.m., with a brief presentation at 6:15 p.m. 
Location: Town of Sahuarita Council Chambers 

375 W. Sahuarita Center Way, Sahuarita, AZ 85629 
 
This meeting will present information on the study progress to date, information on current and future 
conditions, next steps and project schedule. Representatives from the Town of Sahuarita, ADOT and the 
project team will be available to answer questions and address any concerns about the project. Maps and 
project information will be on display and comment forms will be available. The public may stop by any 
time between 6 and 7:30 p.m. 
 
The meeting will be advertised through the Town of Sahuarita newsletter and a news release sent to area 
newspapers. Information about the project and meetings will be posted on the project Web site at 
http://mpd.azdot.gov/planning/sahuarita.php. 
 
ADOT is committed to working with the public and governmental representatives to develop the Town 
of Sahuarita Area Transportation Study. We invite you to participate in the public meeting process and 
look forward to your attendance.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Charlene FitzGerald 
ADOT Project Manager 
(602) 712-6196 
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(info@downtowntucson.org)" <info@downtowntucson.org>, "Green Valley News (editorial@gvnews.com)" <editorial@gvnews.com>, "James Maumus (james_maumus@metronetworks.com)" 
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Richardson (brichardson@kmsb.com)" <brichardson@kmsb.com>, "cathie Batbie-Loucks (cbatbie@kvoa.com)" <cbatbie@kvoa.com>, "Dan Marries (dmarries@kold.com)" <dmarries@kold.com>, "Ed Tribble 
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Cc: Angie Brown <angie@gordleydesign.com>, Teresa Welborn <TWelborn@azdot.gov>
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Public Open House for Sahuarita-Area Transportation Study

 
TUCSON — The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) and the Town of Sahuarita invite the public to attend the first open house for the Town of Sahuarita Area Transportation Study on
April 28, 2009. The study will result in a Major Streets and Routes Plan and a plan of multimodal improvements for implementation over the next five, 10 and 30 years.
 
Date:                April 28, 2009
Time:                6 – 7:30 p.m., with a brief presentation at 6:15 p.m.
Location:          Town of Sahuarita Council Chambers

375 W. Sahuarita Center Way, Sahuarita, AZ 85629
 
This meeting will present information on the study progress to date, information on current and future conditions, next steps and study schedule. Residents, organizations and businesses in the
Sahuarita area are encouraged to attend and offer comments and suggestions related to the plan. The comments received from this meeting will be used to help identify critical issues to be
addressed for the development and evaluation of a final plan.
 
Representatives from the Town of Sahuarita, ADOT and the project team will be available to answer questions and address any concerns about the project. Maps and project information will be on
display, and comment forms will be available. The public may stop by any time between 6 and 7:30 p.m.
 
For more information about the public meeting, please contact Linda Ritter at (520) 388 - 4266 or lritter@azdot.gov. For more information on the study, please visit the project Web site at
http://mpd.azdot.gov/planning/sahuarita.php.
 

###
 
 
Linda Ritter
Public Information Officer - Tucson and Safford Districts
ADOT - Communication and Community Partnerships
1221 South 2nd Avenue Mail Drop T100
Tucson, AZ 85713-1602
(520) 388 4266 Phone
(520) 388 4255 Fax
(520) 349 6282 Mobile
lritter@azdot.gov
MEDIA LINE 1-800-949-8057
 

Confidentiality and Nondisclosure Notice:  This  email transmission and any attachments are intended for use by the person(s)/entity(ies) named above and may contain confidential/privileged information.  Any unauthorized use,  disclosure or  distribution is strictly prohibited.  If  you are not the intended recipient,
please contact  the sender by email,  and delete or  destroy all  copies plus attachments.
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From: Linda Ritter <LRitter@azdot.gov>
Subject: ADOT News - Public Open House for Sahuarita-Area Transportation Study - Date Change

Date: April 14, 2009 10:12:22 AM GMT-07:00
To: "Alicia Leon (alicialeon991@hotmail.com)" <alicialeon991@hotmail.com>, "Bill Trottier (bill@azhousing.org)" <bill@azhousing.org>, "Denise Holley (dholley@nogalesinternational.com)" <dholley@nogalesinternational.com>, 

"Dina Sanchez (dsanchez@carondelet.org)" <dsanchez@carondelet.org>, "fresh Produce Association of the Americas (info@freshfrommexico.com)" <info@freshfrommexico.com>, "G. C. Cubillas (gcubillas@hotmail.com)" 
<gcubillas@hotmail.com>, "J. P. Guzman (jpguzman@cityofnogales.net)" <jpguzman@cityofnogales.net>, "Joyce Finklestein (gvccc@theriver.com)" <gvccc@theriver.com>, "Kathleen Vandervoet (kathleenvan@msn.com)" 
<kathleenvan@msn.com>, "Kimberly Merrill Groves (kim@azhousing.org)" <kim@azhousing.org>, "Leyla Cattan (lcattan@elimparcial.com)" <lcattan@elimparcial.com>, "Nogales Media (chomyboy@hotmail.com)" 
<chomyboy@hotmail.com>, "Nogalesradio (mromero@hcjb.org)" <mromero@hcjb.org>, "Robert Kimball (bob.kimball@hughes.net)" <bob.kimball@hughes.net>, "Sahuarita News (news@thesahuaritatimes.com)" 
<news@thesahuaritatimes.com>, "Sahuarita Sun (dshearer@gvnews.com)" <dshearer@gvnews.com>, "Sandra Stone (sandralstone1190@aol.com)" <sandralstone1190@aol.com>, "Scott Altherr (sjaltherr@co.santa-
cruz.az.us)" <sjaltherr@co.santa-cruz.az.us>, "William (Ski) Wilczewski (editorial@nogalesinternational.com)" <editorial@nogalesinternational.com>, "Xeny (xeny@prodigy.net.mx)" <xeny@prodigy.net.mx>, 
" (chuck@maranaweeklynews.com)" <chuck@maranaweeklynews.com>, "Andrea Kelly (akelly@azstarnet.com)" <akelly@azstarnet.com>, "AZ Sucontractors (subs@actaz.net)" <subs@actaz.net>, "Brad Poole 
(bpoole@tucsoncitizen.com)" <bpoole@tucsoncitizen.com>, "CU News (cunews@cunews.info)" <cunews@cunews.info>, "David Hatfield (dhatfield@azbiz.com)" <dhatfield@azbiz.com>, "David Perry 
(dperry@explorernews.com)" <dperry@explorernews.com>, "Desert Leaf (info@desertleaf.com)" <info@desertleaf.com>, "Downtown Tucson (info@downtowntucson.org)" <info@downtowntucson.org>, "Green Valley News 
(editorial@gvnews.com)" <editorial@gvnews.com>, "James Maumus (james_maumus@metronetworks.com)" <james_maumus@metronetworks.com>, "jonathan_couch@metronetworks.com" 
<jonathan_couch@metronetworks.com>, "K. Walenga (kwalenga@gvnews.com)" <kwalenga@gvnews.com>, "marlene_brandon@metronetworks.com" <marlene_brandon@metronetworks.com>, "Mitch Lewis 
(wwregion7@gmail.com)" <wwregion7@gmail.com>, "Nick Smith (nsmith@azbiz.com)" <nsmith@azbiz.com>, "Tucson Chamber of Commerce (info@tucsonchamber.org)" <info@tucsonchamber.org>, "Tucson Citizen 
(news@tucsoncitizen.com)" <news@tucsoncitizen.com>, "Tucson Weekly (mailbag@tucsonweekly.com)" <mailbag@tucsonweekly.com>, "Alan Cook (alancook@clearchannel.com)" <alancook@clearchannel.com>, "Bill 
Mortimer (bmortimer@kuat.org)" <bmortimer@kuat.org>, "Chuck Meyer (chuck.meyer@citcomm.com)" <chuck.meyer@citcomm.com>, "Marco Otero (marcootero@clearchannel.com)" <marcootero@clearchannel.com>, "Peter 
Michaels (pmichaels@kuat.org)" <pmichaels@kuat.org>, "Robert Rappaport (rrappaport@kuat.org)" <rrappaport@kuat.org>, "Rupert Pacheco (rupertpacheco@clearchannel.com)" <rupertpacheco@clearchannel.com>, 
Russell Chase <RChase@azdot.gov>, "Allen Kath (akath@kgun9.com)" <akath@kgun9.com>, "Bob Richardson (brichardson@kmsb.com)" <brichardson@kmsb.com>, "cathie Batbie-Loucks (cbatbie@kvoa.com)" 
<cbatbie@kvoa.com>, "Dan Marries (dmarries@kold.com)" <dmarries@kold.com>, "Ed Tribble (etribble@kvoa.com)" <etribble@kvoa.com>, "Fox (news@fox11az.com)" <news@fox11az.com>, "Gene Einfrank 
(gene.einfrank@tucsonaz.gov)" <gene.einfrank@tucsonaz.gov>, KGUN9 News <kgun9news@kgun9.com>, "Lena Sadiwskyj (lsadiwskyj@kgun9.com)" <lsadiwskyj@kgun9.com>, "M knott (mknott@kold.com)" 
<mknott@kold.com>, "Newstips (newstips@kvoa.com)" <newstips@kvoa.com>, "Suleika Acosta (sacosta@kold.com)" <sacosta@kold.com>, "Telemundo (telemundoarizona@nbcuni.com)" <telemundoarizona@nbcuni.com>, 
"Teresa Jun (tjun@kold.com)" <tjun@kold.com>, "tpaniaqua@azpublicmedia.org" <tpaniaqua@azpublicmedia.org>

Cc: "Angie Brown (angie@gordleydesign.com)" <angie@gordleydesign.com>
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For Immediate Release
Contact: ADOT Media Relations

April 14, 2009
Phone: (800) 949-8057

 
Public Open House for Sahuarita-Area Transportation Study – Date Change

 
TUCSON — The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) and the Town of Sahuarita invite the public to attend the first open house for the Town of Sahuarita Area Transportation Study on
Wednesday, April 29, 2009 (please note change from Tuesday, April 28.)  The study will result in a Major Streets and Routes Plan and a plan of multimodal improvements for implementation
over the next five, 10 and 30 years.
 
Date:                Wednesday, April 29, 2009
Time:                6 – 7:30 p.m., with a brief presentation at 6:15 p.m.
Location:          Town of Sahuarita Council Chambers

375 W. Sahuarita Center Way, Sahuarita, AZ 85629
 
This meeting will present information on the study progress to date, information on current and future conditions, next steps and project schedule. Residents, organizations and businesses in the
Sahuarita area are encouraged to attend and offer comments and suggestions related to the plan. The comments received from this meeting will be used to help identify critical issues to be
addressed for the development and evaluation of a final plan.
 
Representatives from the Town of Sahuarita, ADOT and the project team will be available to answer questions and address any concerns about the project. Maps and project information will be on
display, and comment forms will be available. The public may stop by any time between 6 and 7:30 p.m.
 
For more information about the public meeting, please contact Linda Ritter at (520) 388 - 4266 or lritter@azdot.gov. For more information on the study, please visit the project Web site at
http://mpd.azdot.gov/planning/sahuarita.php.
 

###
 
Linda Ritter
Public Information Officer - Tucson and Safford Districts
ADOT - Communication and Community Partnerships
1221 South 2nd Avenue Mail Drop T100
Tucson, AZ 85713-1602
(520) 388 4266 Phone
(520) 388 4255 Fax
(520) 349 6282 Mobile
lritter@azdot.gov
MEDIA LINE 1-800-949-8057
 

Confidentiality and Nondisclosure Notice:  This  email transmission and any attachments are intended for use by the person(s)/entity(ies) named above and may contain confidential/privileged information.  Any unauthorized use,  disclosure or  distribution is strictly prohibited.  If  you are not the intended recipient,
please contact  the sender by email,  and delete or  destroy all  copies plus attachments.
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Agenda 
 

 
 

Town of Sahuarita Transportation Study 
Public Open House 

Town of Sahuarita Council Chambers 
Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

 
 
 
 
6:00-6:15 p.m. Open House 

 

6:15-6:20 p.m. Welcome and Introductions 

   Charlene FitzGerald, ADOT Project Manager 

   Dave Pfordt, Town of Sahuarita 

    

6:20-6:35 p.m. Project Schedule and Objectives 

   Charlene FitzGerald 

    

Technical Presentation 

   Brent Crowther, Kimley-Horn and Associates 

 

6:35-6:50 p.m. Question-and-Answer Session 

 

6:50-7:30 p.m. Open House 

 

 
 



Project Web Site: http://mpd.azdot.gov/planning/sahuarita.php 

Town of Sahuarita  
Area Transportation Study 

 
 
 
Study Purpose 

The principal purpose of the Town of Sahuarita Area Transportation Study is to 

update the 1999 Town of Sahuarita Small Area Transportation Study. The study 

will result in a Major Streets and Routes Plan that the Town can use to address 

the growing demands of development on the Town’s roads and streets. The 

study will result in a plan of improvements for five- (short-range), 10- (mid-range), 

and 30-year (long-range) transportation planning horizons. The 

recommendations will be multimodal, considering roadways, non-motorized 

transportation modes (bicycles and pedestrians) and transit components. 

 
Study Objectives 
 Document current and projected future conditions relating to multimodal 

transportation (roads, transit, bicycles, pedestrians) throughout the Town of 

Sahuarita planning area. 

 Identify multimodal transportation needs and deficiencies.  

 Recommend a program of improvements. The program will be organized into 

near-range (five years), mid-range (10 years) and long-range improvements 

(30 years). For analysis purposes, these will be considered to coincide with 

the years 2015, 2020 and 2040. 

 Develop a Major Streets and Routes Plan that will provide the Town with a 

guidance document to improve land-use and transportation planning 

coordination.  

 Identify funding opportunities for implementation of the short-range, mid-

range and long-range improvements. 

 

See back for map of Town of Sahuarita. 



Project Web Site: http://mpd.azdot.gov/planning/sahuarita.php 

Town of Sahuarita Existing and Proposed Town Boundaries 
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Comment Form 

Town of Sahuarita Transportation Study 
Public Open House 

Town of Sahuarita Council Chambers 
Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

The Arizona Department of Transportation and the Town of Sahuarita are interested in 
your comments regarding this project. Please leave your comment forms in the comment 
box, e-mail comments to angie@gordleydesign.com, fax to (520) 327-4687, or mail to Angie 
Brown at Gordley Design Group, 2540 N. Tucson Blvd., Tucson, AZ 85716.  

Thank you for your participation. Please print clearly. 
What are the transportation issues and needs that you would like to see addressed in this 
study for each of the following categories?  
1. Roadway (intersections and roads) 

 

2. Transit 

 

3. Bicycle 

 

4. Pedestrian 

 

5. Rail 

 

How did you hear of this meeting? 
 

Optional: 
Name:  Address:   City: State: Zip: 

Phone:  E-mail:       
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