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Phoenix mayor a hit at March 6 town hall 
By Doug Murphy 

March 9, 2007 - 8:48AM 

If the questions asked by residents at Tuesday night’s town hall meeting 
with Mayor Phil Gordon are any indication, transportation seems to be on the 
minds of most Ahwatukee Foothills residents.  
 
The mayor was asked about:  
 
• South Mountain Loop 202 – “I don’t support it built on Pecos Road,” and 
Gordon hopes that an agreement can be reached with the Gila River Indian 
Community so that the freeway can be constructed south of Pecos.  
 
• South Mountain Park – said the city can’t give the Arizona Department of 
Transportation land for a freeway without a vote of the city, but that the 
state can use its power of eminent domain to take the land – “There is no 
bottom line in law; that’s why we have courts and judges.”  
 
• On traffic congestion – “We need to build more freeways, but in the right 
places.”  
 
• Expanded mass transit – “Yes, we should be doing a lot more,” Gordon 
said, including looking at expanding RAPID and ALEX services in Ahwatukee 
Foothills as revenues grow. The city has already begun looking at possible 
expansions of the light rail in all four directions out of central Phoenix, but “it 
won’t be tomorrow.”  
 
• Bicycle safety – “A sign may not seem like a lot but it does catch people’s 
attention,” Gordon said of new bicycle safety signs the city will begin 
installing later this month along roadways.  
 
Gordon has been in Ahwatukee Foothills meeting with people before, but the 
town hall was his first large-scale event and drew about 80 people to the 
Pecos Park Community Center.  
Virginia Morton, a local activist, liked the mayor’s detailed answers to 
questions.  
 
“For a first-time town hall it was informative; he took the time to really 
answer questions,” she said. “I’m looking forward to more.”  
 
Gordon was also asked about the city’s stance on illegal immigration.  
“Our officers are arresting the bad guys,” said Gordon, “illegal or citizens, 
here for weeks or here for decades.”  
 
Last year, he said Phoenix police arrested and locked up 2,800 illegal 
immigrants for felonies.  
 
But Gordon also made it clear that police will investigate crimes and won’t be 
searching restaurant kitchens looking for people’s work papers.  
“I know it’s frustrating, but don’t go for simple sound-bites,” Gordon told the 
crowd. “Make the federal government do its job.”  

 

Phoenix Mayor Phil Gordon (left) holds a town hall meeting at 
Pecos Park Community Center March 6. Transportation was a 
big topic: “I don’t support it built on Pecos Road,” said the 
mayor about the South Mountain Loop 202. (Doug 
Murphy/AFN) 

 
Last Update: March 15, 2007 - 11:22AM  

A Few Clouds - Winds From the 
East at 9 MPH 76°F 

Weather   

Search Yellow Pages: 

 

Location: 

 Ahwatukee, AZ

 Search

Released MARCH 14, 20

$499 & up|
Barbados: Stay Beachfront 7 Nights 
w/Air 
CheapCaribbean.com

$79 & up|Fly to Mexico from 12 Cities (each wa
Frontier Airlines

$96|96-Hour Sale at 8 Luxurious Resorts 
RockResorts

$109|Bahamas 2-Night Cruise, through Apr
Imperial Majesty Cruise Line

  Click for More Deals

 
 

AP VIDEO

 

What is this? 

gordon  phoenix  pecos  
town  hall  city  online  people  print  
classified  rates  thunder  freeway  south  
meeting  mountain  illegal  don  loop  time  park  

police  transportation  road  questions  proctor  vote  
asked   

TAG CLOUD

Slow murder trials delay 
justice: Families left 
hurting, waiting 
Desert Vista counts on 
rookies to mature 
Kyrene, TUHSD spend 
more in classroom 
Legislation promotes 
censorship 
Starting from scratch: 
New coach helps Horizon 
Honors begin process 
Police bust coyote 
kidnappers 
Foothills location just not 
right 

MOST POPULAR TOP RATED STORIES 
Ahwatukee Foothills 
News : Defense looks to 
other woman instead of 
wife in husband%u2019s 
death  
Ahwatukee Foothills 
News : Cancer awareness
comes to Mountain 
Pointe: Students share 
stories of fighting cancer  
Ahwatukee Foothills 
News : YMCA dances for 
fundraiser  
Ahwatukee Foothills 
News : Slow murder 
trials delay justice: 

Ads by Google 

Arizona Vacation 
Rentals 
Fully furnished - Weekly 
& Monthly 
www.rentals-az.com

Search:      Site       Web          powered by 

Home Page News Sports Entertainment Community Classifieds Opinion About Us Online Forms Advertise Education Health Business Area Links 

Page 1 of 2Ahwatukee Foothills News : Phoenix mayor a hit at March 6 town hall

3/15/2007http://www.ahwatukee.com/onset?id=113&template=article.html



 

 
Gordon focused much of his time discussing Phoenix’s future, from creating 
cutting-edge job opportunities to focusing on education and the quality of life 
to keep Phoenix competitive in the global economy.  
 
Afterwards Melanie Pai handed out membership forms for Protecting 
Arizona’s Resources and Children (PARC), which is opposed to the Loop 202 
Freeway near local schools and who appreciated the mayor’s opposition to a 
10-lane freeway on Pecos Road.  
“We need to leave a legacy of responsible planning,” Pai said.  
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