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Why study social and economic resources in the Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS)? 
The construction and operation of a freeway like the proposed South Mountain Freeway could 
alter the social and economic characteristics in the Study Area. Such a project could affect 
where people live and work, travel patterns, delivery of public services, and public sector 
revenues. 
 
What kind of impacts would occur from construction? 

• Residences and businesses would be acquired and relocated. 
• Employment levels in the local area would be affected. 
• The acquisition of potentially developable land could reduce local government revenues 

in the near term, but future revenues from construction expenditures and from 
development benefiting from a new freeway should offset this initial adverse impact. 

• Such a project would reduce auto and truck travel times throughout the region and 
enhance the movement of goods and services. 

 
How do the alternatives differ in construction-related impacts? 
All alternatives would result in the acquisition and relocation of residences and businesses, but 
the number of these impacts varies.  Potentially affected businesses and associated employees 
by alternative as a result of land acquisition for the South Mountain Freeway are shown in the 
following table. 
 

Potential Displacements 
Alternative/Option 
 

# of Businesses # of Employees 

Western Section  
 

W55 69 932+ 
W71 10 632+ 
W101WPR 4 72+ 
W101WFR 3 69+ 
W101W99 10 1,396+ 
W101CPR 6 901+ 
W101CFR 6 922+ 
W101EPR 5 896+ 
W101EFR 5 917+ 
Eastern Section  
 
E1 0 0 

 
While the greatest number of businesses would be affected by the W55 Alternative, the 
W101W99 Alternative would affect the greatest number of employees. 
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What kinds of freeway operational impacts (post-construction) would occur? 
Overall, the freeway would allow for faster and smoother transportation flow in the metropolitan 
area by optimizing the regional freeway system operation.  To determine the resulting benefit, 
an analysis is performed to value the time savings of people using the regional freeway system 
after construction of the South Mountain Freeway.  There are real costs associated with travel 
time, productivity, worker availability, freight inventory, logistics, just-in-time production and 
market access.  To estimate the total value of decreased time spent in congestion with a build 
alternative, it is best to estimate the value per person-hour when spent in congestion.  Factors 
considered in this include average household income levels; amount of local, inter city and truck 
travel; and distribution of personal and business travel.  Analysis is made of traffic from when 
the South Mountain Freeway would finish construction and be fully open to the design year of 
2030.  The analysis shows that the savings in time for the traveling public is valued at over $400 
million per year if the South Mountain Freeway is constructed.  
 
How do the alternatives differ in operational-related impacts? 
All alternatives, when operating, would have similar kinds and levels of impacts on economic 
resources.  Differences in travel time impacts would be primarily between the No Action 
Alternative and the action alternatives because they all would be designed to accomplish the 
same objective in the region – reduce congestion and travel times. 
 
What if the project was not constructed? 
No project-specific impacts would be experienced.  However, urban growth is projected to 
continue in the Western Section.  As indicated above, if the South Mountain Freeway is 
constructed, the travel time savings to the public is over $400 million per year.  If it is not 
constructed, there will be a cost to the public for the increased travel times experienced.  These 
increased travel times will be a result of increased congestion on the surface streets and nearby 
freeways. 

 
Are there any specific and/or unique impacts from the build alternatives? 
Depending on the alignment, the Western Section alternatives could affect several unique 
manufacturing operations including the Holsum Bakery and Bay State Milling Company.  
Interruption of operations during relocation could have detrimental effects on these businesses.   
In addition, the Western Section alternatives further reduce the presence of dairy farms in 
Maricopa County, moving this industry further from the metropolitan area. 
 
Are there things that could be done to reduce or avoid impacts? 
Through design refinements, minor re-alignments or adjustments to freeway design may reduce 
displacements.  Current alignment design does represent some adjustments. 
 
Reductions in local tax revenues resulting from land purchase by a public agency, such as 
ADOT, are generally not mitigated.  However, the combination of business benefits and benefits 
to the traveling public are anticipated to offset these adverse impacts.  
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What can be done to reduce construction impacts? 
Although construction activities may affect travel patterns, current plans would allow access to 
existing neighborhoods and businesses to be maintained throughout the construction process.  
Proper directional signage would be used to redirect motorists. 
 
What can be done to reduce social and economic impacts once the freeway is 
operating? 
Once the freeway is operating, the displacement impacts and tax base impacts would have 
already occurred.  The remaining economic impacts would be positive in nature.   
 
Are the conclusions presented in this summary final? 
 
It is quite likely that quantitative findings relative to impacts are subject to change.  The reasons 
for future changes which will be presented to the public during the Draft EIS, Final EIS and Final 
Design stages are based on the following: 
 

• Refinement in design features through the design process. 
• Updated aerial photography as it relates to rapid growth in the Western Section of the 

Study Area. 
• On-going communications with the City of Phoenix regarding measures to minimize 

harm to South Mountain Park/Preserve. 
• On-going communications with GRIC in regards to granting permission to study action 

alternatives on GRIC lands. 
• Potential updates to traffic forecasts as updated regularly by MAG. 
• Potential updates with regards to the special 2005 survey to augment the 2000 Census. 
• As design progresses, cost estimates for construction, right-of-way acquisition, 

relocation and mitigation will be updated on a regular basis. 
 
However, even with these factors affecting findings, it is anticipated the affects would be equal 
among the alternatives and consequently impacts would be comparatively the same.  This 
assumption would be confirmed if and when such changes were to occur. 
 
As a member of the Citizens Advisory Team, how can you review the entire 
technical report? 
 
The complete technical report is available for review by making an appointment with Mike 
Bruder or Ralph Ellis at 602-712-7545. 
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