
Drive a Roundabout like a
Traditional Intersection

Your Plan of Action:

Approach slowly

Yield to left

Wait for gap

Proceed slowly

Use signal for turns

Right

Through

Left

U-Turn

Right

Through

Left

U-Turn

Benefits of Modern Roundabouts
 
Visit www.azdot.gov/roundabouts/ for more information
on safety factors. Some of the most important benefits are:
 

• The Modern Roundabout can reduce injury accidents
by 75 percent and fatal accidents by as much as 90
percent.

• The Modern Roundabout can increase efficient traffic
flow by 30 to 50 percent.

• The Modern Roundabout helps the environment by
reducing carbon emissions by double digits.

• The Modern Roundabout can help reduce fuel
consumption by as much as 30 percent.

 

On-Line Resources

Arizona Department of Transportation
www.azdot.gov/roundabouts/

Please visit www.azdot.gov/roundabouts/ for more information, including
links to federal resources and websites to states implementing Modern
Roundabouts across America.

Innovation
in Traffic
Management

Introduced in the early 1900s in
Europe, roundabouts were
redesigned as the Modern
Roundabout in 1960. This form of
traffic management was introduced
to the United States in 1990.
 
Today there are approximately
10,000 Modern Roundabouts in
the United Kingdom, 15,000 in
Australia and 20,000 in France.
The Modern Roundabout is also
popular in South Africa, Israel, and
New Zealand.
 
The Modern Roundabout is
becoming increasingly popular in
the United States. Twenty three
states including Alaska, California,
Colorado and Utah have active
Modern Roundabout programs.
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www.azdot.gov/roundabouts/

This sign means
‘Roundabout ahead.’ Understand
where you wish to go and use
the lane that will take you there.

Unlike a traditional intersection
where traffic stops and waits, a
Modern Roundabout is a circular
intersection that converts all
entering movements into right
turns. There are no traffic signals
or stop signs but there are yield
signs at every entrance to the
roundabout.

How to drive a Roundabout
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U-Turns
use left lane

Right Turn
use right lane

Through
use both lanes
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YIELD:
The “GOLDEN RULE”
of Modern Roundabouts

YIELD use left lane
Left Turn

Communities throughout the state are asking the Arizona
Department of Transportation to consider the Modern Roundabout.

All motorists entering a roundabout must yield.

When you enter the roundabout
you yield to circulating traffic

Yield means the other drivers in the circle have the right-of-way.  An
approaching motorist has to wait for a gap…a break…to appear in the
flow of traffic before entering.

A good way to remember this rule is “Wait for the Break.”

The right-of-way is observed at the yield sign. You need to slow down or
stop to yield to any traffic approaching you from the left.

Emergency vehicles always have the right-of-way. If an emergency vehicle
enters the roundabout, pull over immediately to the right, exiting the
roundabout if possible.

Pedestrians have the right-of-way when entering a crosswalk.

When you encounter large trucks, give them plenty of space.

Remember, all turns are right turns.

Red Mountain Freeway

Loop 202


